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tHe JeruSAlem CounCil

1 But some men came down from Judea 
and were teaching the Brothers, 
“un l e s s  y o u a r e c i r c u m c i s e d 
according to the custom of moses, 
you cannot Be saved.” 2 and after 
Paul and BarnaBas had no small 
dissension and deBate with them, Paul 
and BarnaBas and some of the others 
were aPPointed to go uP to Jerusalem 
to the aPostles and the elders aBout 
this question. 3 so, Being sent on 
their way By the church, they Passed 
through Both Phoenicia and samaria, 
descriBing in detail the conversion of 
the gentiles, and Brought great Joy 
to all the Brothers. 4 when they came 
to Jerusalem, they were welcomed By 
the church and the aPostles and the 
elders, and they declared all that 
god had done with them. 5 But some 
Believers who Belonged to the Party 
of the Pharisees rose uP and said, “it 
is necessary to circumcise them and to 
order them to keeP the law of moses.”
6 the aPostles and the elders were 
gathered together to consider this 
matter. 7 and after there had Been 
much deBate, Peter stood uP and said 
to them, “Brothers, you know that 
in the early days god made a choice 
among you, that By my mouth the 
gentiles should hear the word of 
the gosPel and Believe. 8 and god, 
who knows the heart, Bore witness to 
them, By giving them the holy sPirit 
Just as he did to us, 9 and he made 
no distinction Between us and them, 

having cleansed their hearts By faith. 
10 now, therefore, why are you 
Putting god to the test By Placing a 
yoke on the neck of the disciPles that 
neither our fathers nor we have Been 
aBle to Bear? 11 But we Believe that 
we will Be saved through the grace 
of the lord Jesus, Just as they will.”
12 and all the assemBly fell silent, 
and they listened to BarnaBas and 
Paul as they related what signs 
and wonders god had done through 
them among the gentiles. 13 after 
they finished sPeaking, James rePlied, 
“Brothers, listen to me. 14 simeon 
has related how god first visited the 
gentiles, to take from them a PeoPle 
for his name. 15 and with this the 
words of the ProPhets agree, Just as 
it is written,
16 “‘after this i will return, and i 
will reBuild the tent of david that 
has fallen; i will reBuild its ruins, 
and i will restore it, 17 that the 
remnant of mankind may seek the 
lord, and all the gentiles who are 
called By my name, says the lord, 
who makes these things 18 known 
from of old.’
19 therefore my Judgment is that 
we should not trouBle those of the 
gentiles who turn to god, 20 But 
should write to them to aBstain 
from the things Polluted By idols, 
and from sexual immorality, and 
from what has Been strangled, and 
from Blood. 21 for from ancient 
generations moses has had in every 
city those who Proclaim him, for 
he is read every saBBath in the 
synagogues.”

tHe CounCil’S letter to Gentile 
BelieverS

22 then it seemed good to the aPostles 
and the elders, with the whole 
church, to choose men from among 
them and send them to antioch with 
Paul and BarnaBas. they sent Judas 
called BarsaBBas, and silas, leading 
men among the Brothers, 23 with the 
following letter: “the Brothers, 
Both the aPostles and the elders, to 
the Brothers who are of the gentiles 
in antioch and syria and cilicia, 
greetings. 24 since we have heard 
that some Persons have gone out from 
us and trouBled you with words, 
unsettling your minds, although 
we gave them no instructions, 25 it 
has seemed good to us, having come 
to one accord, to choose men and 
send them to you with our Beloved 
BarnaBas and Paul, 26 men who have 
risked their lives for the name of 
our lord Jesus christ. 27 we have 
therefore sent Judas and silas, who 
themselves will tell you the same 
things By word of mouth. 28 for it 
has seemed good to the holy sPirit 
and to us to lay on you no greater 
Burden than these requirements: 29 
that you aBstain from what has Been 
sacrificed to idols, and from Blood, 
and from what has Been strangled, 
and from sexual immorality. if you 
keeP yourselves from these, you will 
do well. farewell.”
30 so when they were sent off, they 
went down to antioch, and having 
gathered the congregation together, 
they delivered the letter. 31 and 
when they had read it, they reJoiced 
Because of its encouragement. 32 
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and Judas and silas, who were 
themselves ProPhets, encouraged and 
strengthened the Brothers with many 
words. 33 and after they had sPent 
some time, they were sent off in Peace 
By the Brothers to those who had 
sent them. 35 But Paul and BarnaBas 
remained in antioch, teaching and 
Preaching the word of the lord, with 
many others also.

pAul And BArnABAS SepArAte
36 and after some days Paul said to 
BarnaBas, “let us return and visit 
the Brothers in every city where we 
Proclaimed the word of the lord, and 
see how they are.” 37 now BarnaBas 

wanted to take with them John called 
mark. 38 But Paul thought Best 
not to take with them one who had 
withdrawn from them in PamPhylia 
and had not gone with them to the 
work. 39 and there arose a sharP 
disagreement, so that they seParated 
from each other. BarnaBas took 
mark with him and sailed away to 
cyPrus, 40 But Paul chose silas and 
deParted, having Been commended 
By the Brothers to the grace of 
the lord. 41 and he went through 
syria and cilicia, strengthening the 
churches.


