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The Book of Acts

EDITOR’S NOTE: The Bible is like no other book, for it holds the very words of God, which have power to change the lives of any who read it and put their faith in Our Lord Jesus Christ. Psalm 34:8 says,
“Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good! Blessed is the man who takes refuge in him!” Through the Nebraska Living Times you may “taste” and see the goodness of God through His very own words, each
month, right here. May God bless you with His word!

(Continued from May 2019)
THE BOOK OF ACTS
Chapter 24
Paul Before Felix at Caesarea

1 A nd after five days the high priest
Ananias came down with some elders and
a spokesman, one Tertullus. They laid
before the governor their case against
Paul. 2 And when he had been summoned,
Tertullus began to accuse him, saying:
“Since through you we enjoy much peace,
and since by your foresight, most excellent
Felix, reforms are being made for this
nation, 3 in every way and everywhere we
accept this with all gratitude. 4 But, to
detain you no further, I beg you in your
kindness to hear us briefly. 5 For we have
found this man a plague, one who stirs

up riots among all the Jews throughout
the world and is a ringleader of the sect
of the N azarenes . 6 H e even tried to
profane the temple, but we seized him. 8 By
examining him yourself you will be able
to find out from him about everything of
which we accuse him.”
9 The Jews also joined in the charge,
affirming that all these things were so.
10 And when the governor had nodded to
him to speak, Paul replied:
“Knowing that for many years you have
been a judge over this nation, I cheerfully
make my defense. 11 You can verify that it
is not more than twelve days since I went
up to worship in Jerusalem, 12 and they
did not find me disputing with anyone or
stirring up a crowd, either in the temple

or in the synagogues or in the city. 13
Neither can they prove to you what they
now bring up against me. 14 But this I
confess to you, that according to the
Way, which they call a sect, I worship the
God of our fathers, believing everything
laid down by the Law and written in the
Prophets, 15 having a hope in God, which
these men themselves accept, that there
will be a resurrection of both the just
and the unjust. 16 So I always take pains
to have a clear conscience toward both
God and man. 17 Now after several years
I came to bring alms to my nation and to
present offerings. 18 While I was doing
this, they found me purified in the temple,
without any crowd or tumult. But some
Jews from Asia— 19 they ought to be here

before you and to make an accusation,
should they have anything against me.
20 Or else let these men themselves say
what wrongdoing they found when I stood
before the council, 21 other than this
one thing that I cried out while standing
among them: ‘It is with respect to the
resurrection of the dead that I am on trial
before you this day.’”
Paul Kept in Custody
22 But Felix, having a rather accurate
knowledge of the W ay , put them off ,
saying, “When Lysias the tribune comes
down, I will decide your case.” 23 Then
he gave orders to the centurion that he
should be kept in custody but have some
liberty, and that none of his friends should
be prevented from attending to his needs.

24 After some days Felix came with his
wife Drusilla, who was Jewish, and he sent
for Paul and heard him speak about faith
in Christ Jesus. 25 And as he reasoned
about righteousness and self-control and
the coming judgment, Felix was alarmed
and said, “Go away for the present. When
I get an opportunity I will summon you.”
26 At the same time he hoped that money
would be given him by Paul. So he sent
for him often and conversed with him. 27
When two years had elapsed, Felix was
succeeded by Porcius Festus. And desiring
to do the Jews a favor, Felix left Paul in
prison.

LGBT Ideology: According to
CBN News, lawmakers are pushing
a resolution in the California Assembly Judiciary Committee that’s
aimed at telling religious leaders in
California what they should preach
from their pulpits.
The California Family Council
reports that Assembly Concurrent Resolution 99 (ACR 99) calls
on “counselors, pastors, religious
workers, educators” and institutions with “great moral influence”
to stop perpetuating the idea that
something is wrong with LGBT
identities or sexual behavior. ACR 99
also condemns attempts to change
unwanted same-sex attraction or
gender confusion.
Two people who are against the
proposed legislation, however, are
formerly gay individuals, Pastors
Ken Williams and Elizabeth Woning,
who argue against the resolution,
calling it “discriminatory” against
people like themselves, who overcame suicidal thoughts by following
their faith away from their LGBT
identities.
• A Catholic restaurant is
under LGBT fire over refusal to
host lesbian ‘wedding’ rehearsal
dinner: Father Brian W. Harrison,
who was interested to see who the
hateful people were at Madison’s
Cafe, went to visit the restaurant
and here is what he had to say for
LifeSite News:
“Julie, the owner, impressed me

immediately as a lovely and genuine
person, full of strong faith, but
very gentle and modest — quite the
opposite of an aggressive or harshly
judgmental ‘gay-bashing’ type. And yet
(of course!) she and her husband are
being accused stereotypically of ‘hate,’
‘bigotry,’ and ‘homophobia’ by the
LGBT activists. You can get an idea of
the general tone of Madison’s Cafe from
the home-page of their website, where
they actually have a Christian “Mission
Statement”: Go to www.madisonsofallon.com,” Father Harrison said.
• Barronelle Stutzman: a florist
from Washington State is another
example of a person who tried to live
by her Biblical belief that marriage is
a sacred union between a man and a
woman and was sued for not wanting
to use her creative talents to celebrate a same-sex marriage. Her case
also made it to the Supreme Court,
and, in light of its ruling in the Jack
Phillips case, the Supreme Court told
the Washington Supreme Court to go
back and relook at the case to make
sure that Barronelle was not unfairly
treated in the process. The Washington
Supreme Court, however, has continued to find Baronelle guilty of discrimination. The case is now headed back
to the Supreme Court.
• Sweet Cakes by Melissa: This
was a similar case as Jack Phillips
as well. According to the Christian
Post, the United States Supreme Court
vacated a ruling against the Christian
couple forced to pay $135,000 for refus-

ing to make a gay wedding cake.
In an order released recently, the
high court vacated an earlier ruling
against Aaron and Melissa Klein, the
Christian couple from Oregon who
lost their bakery and were ordered to
pay $135,000 in damages for refusing
to make a cake for a same-sex wedding
in 2013.
The Supreme Court sent the case
back to the Court of Appeals of Oregon “for further consideration” due to
the 2018 decision in the Jack Phillips
case.
I could list more, but I think you get
the point.
The elephant is slowly making its
way to the Supreme Court. The High
Court will have no other option but to
decide—will Christians have a right
to live by their religious beliefs, or
will they be forced to conform to the
beliefs and Biblical interpretations
of the LGBTQ proponents in this
country?
I’m not sure if I have much faith in
our Supreme Court. They are the ones
who put us in this situation in the first
place. From 2015 on, conservative
Christians who stand on the absolute
truth of the Bible that marriage is between one man and one woman, have
had a bullseye put on our backs, and
that bullseye has been getting bigger
and bigger.
Christians have been backed into
a corner. Not wanting to be labeled
as someone who “hates”, as LGBTQ
proponents have labeled us, some

Christians have even gone so far as to
compromise their faith and have given
into the lies of the liberal left who
have twisted the Bible’s interpretation
to fit their own desires.
Even as abortion is being successfully fought against and beaten down
in the U.S., other forms of sin are
rising up with the precedence set by
the Supreme Court, and those with
conservative Biblical Christian views
are being punished and harassed for
even trying to start a conversation to
defend the absolute truth of the Bible
and lovingly try to help those trapped
in the homosexual and transgender
lifestyle to see that there is freedom in
Jesus Christ.
This issue is of the utmost importance to all in our country, even
non-Christians, because if we lose the
right to have religious freedoms, so
does every other religion. Christians
are commanded to love all people,
but we first, and most importantly,
must not sacrifice our allegiance to
God because of the outcry of a few
who wrongly accuse us of ‘hate’. We
lovingly say no when it comes to
those who want to pressure us into
condoning or conforming to lifestyles
that we know are wrong based on the
Bible. Loving someone does not mean
we have to accept everything that person does, and it does not mean we have
to participate in or condone all actions
that person takes part in. Please pray
for this monumental spiritual war
going on in our country now.

Source: The Holy Bible, English Standard Version copyright ©
2001, 2007, 2011 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good
News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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ceremony to be depicted in a child’s
cartoon on public television, I was
questioned as being hateful and intolerant, my faith was questioned as being hateful, it was suggested I should
maybe move out of the country, that
the way I interpret the Bible when
it comes to sexual sin is wrong and
that homosexuality is OK based on
other interpretations of the Bible.
• Bishop Thomas Tobin: Bishop
Thomas Tobin of Rhode Island
was the target of intense LGBTQ
and anti-Catholic cruel and bitter
criticism after posting the following
on Twitter on June 1st:
“A reminder that Catholics should
not support or attend LGBTQ “Pride
Month” events held in June. They
promote a culture and encourage activities that are contrary to Catholic
faith and morals. They are especially
harmful for children.”
Tyler, Texas, Bishop Joseph
Strickland came to Bishop Tobin’s
defense, Tweeting:
“Please stop labeling bishops who
speak the truth of the Gospel as homophobic,” he tweeted. “God gave us
sexual intimacy for the procreation
of children and the deeper union of a
man & woman in marriage. Stating
this truth is not homophobia, it is
simply reality.”
However, he too was bombarded
with hate tweets and harassed.
• CA Lawmakers Trying to
Force Pastors to Embrace Pro-
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