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Chapter 11
paul and the falSe 

apoStleS
1 I wIsh you would bear wIth 
me In a lIttle foolIshness. do 
bear wIth me! 2 for I feel a 
dIvIne jealousy for you, sInce I 
betrothed you to one husband, 
to present you as a pure vIrgIn 
to chrIst. 3 but I am afraId that 
as the serpent deceIved eve by 
hIs cunnIng, your thoughts wIll 
be led astray from a sIncere and 
pure devotIon to chrIst. 4 for 
If someone comes and proclaIms 
another jesus than the one we 
proclaImed, or If you receIve 
a dIfferent spIrIt from the one 
you receIved, or If you accept 
a dIfferent gospel from the one 
you accepted, you put up wIth 
It readIly enough. 5 Indeed, I 
consIder that I am not In the 
least InferIor to these super-
apostles. 6 even If I am unskIlled 
In speakIng, I am not so In 
knowledge; Indeed, In every way 
we have made thIs plaIn to you In 
all thIngs.
7 or dId I commIt a sIn In 
humblIng myself so that you 
mIght be exalted, because I 
preached god’s gospel to you 
free of charge? 8 I robbed other 
churches by acceptIng support 
from them In order to serve you. 
9 and when I was wIth you and 
was In need, I dId not burden 
anyone, for the brothers who 
came from macedonIa supplIed 
my need. so I refraIned and wIll 
refraIn from burdenIng you In 
any way. 10 as the truth of 
chrIst Is In me, thIs boastIng of 
mIne wIll not be sIlenced In the 
regIons of achaIa. 11 and why? 
because I do not love you? god 
knows I do!
12 and what I am doIng I wIll 
contInue to do, In order to 
undermIne the claIm of those who 
would lIke to claIm that In theIr 
boasted mIssIon they work on the 
same terms as we do. 13 for such 
men are false apostles, deceItful 
workmen, dIsguIsIng themselves 
as apostles of chrIst. 14 and no 
wonder, for even satan dIsguIses 
hImself as an angel of lIght. 15 
so It Is no surprIse If hIs servants, 
also, dIsguIse themselves as 
servants of rIghteousness. theIr 
end wIll correspond to theIr 
deeds.
paul’S SufferingS aS an apoStle
16 I repeat, let no one thInk 
me foolIsh. but even If you do, 
accept me as a fool, so that I 
too may boast a lIttle. 17 what 

I am sayIng wIth thIs boastful 
confIdence, I say not as the 
lord would but as a fool. 18 
sInce many boast accordIng to 
the flesh, I too wIll boast. 19 
for you gladly bear wIth fools, 
beIng wIse yourselves! 20 for you 
bear It If someone makes slaves 
of you, or devours you, or takes 
advantage of you, or puts on aIrs, 
or strIkes you In the face. 21 to 
my shame, I must say, we were too 
weak for that!
but whatever anyone else dares 
to boast of—I am speakIng as 
a fool—I also dare to boast 
of that. 22 are they hebrews? 
so am I. are they IsraelItes? 
so am I. are they offsprIng 
of abraham? so am I. 23 are 
they servants of chrIst? I am a 
better one—I am talkIng lIke 
a madman—wIth far greater 
labors, far more ImprIsonments, 
wIth countless beatIngs, and 
often near death. 24 fIve tImes 
I receIved at the hands of the 
jews the forty lashes less one. 
25 three tImes I was beaten 
wIth rods. once I was stoned. 
three tImes I was shIpwrecked; 
a nIght and a day I was adrIft at 
sea; 26 on frequent journeys, In 
danger from rIvers, danger from 
robbers, danger from my own 
people, danger from gentIles, 
danger In the cIty, danger In 
the wIlderness, danger at sea, 
danger from false brothers; 27 
In toIl and hardshIp, through 
many a sleepless nIght, In hunger 
and thIrst, often wIthout food, 
In cold and exposure. 28 and, 
apart from other thIngs, there 
Is the daIly pressure on me of my 
anxIety for all the churches. 29 
who Is weak, and I am not weak? 
who Is made to fall, and I am not 
IndIgnant?
30 If I must boast, I wIll boast 
of the thIngs that show my 
weakness. 31 the god and father 
of the lord jesus, he who Is 
blessed forever, knows that I am 
not lyIng. 32 at damascus, the 
governor under kIng aretas was 
guardIng the cIty of damascus 
In order to seIze me, 33 but I was 
let down In a basket through a 
wIndow In the wall and escaped 
hIs hands.

Chapter 12
paul’S ViSionS and hiS thorn

1 I must go on boastIng. though 
there Is nothIng to be gaIned by 
It, I wIll go on to vIsIons and 
revelatIons of the lord. 2 I know 
a man In chrIst who fourteen 
years ago was caught up to the 
thIrd heaven—whether In the 
body or out of the body I do not 
know, god knows. 3 and I know 
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that thIs man was caught up Into 
paradIse—whether In the body or 
out of the body I do not know, 
god knows— 4 and he heard 
thIngs that cannot be told, whIch 
man may not utter. 5 on behalf 
of thIs man I wIll boast, but on 
my own behalf I wIll not boast, 
except of my weaknesses— 6 
though If I should wIsh to boast, 
I would not be a fool, for I 
would be speakIng the truth; but 
I refraIn from It, so that no one 
may thInk more of me than he sees 
In me or hears from me. 7 so to 
keep me from becomIng conceIted 
because of the surpassIng 
greatness of the revelatIons, a 
thorn was gIven me In the flesh, 
a messenger of satan to harass 
me, to keep me from becomIng 
conceIted. 8 three tImes I pleaded 
wIth the lord about thIs, that It 
should leave me. 9 but he saId to 
me, “my grace Is suffIcIent for 
you, for my power Is made perfect 
In weakness.” therefore I wIll 
boast all the more gladly of my 
weaknesses, so that the power of 
chrIst may rest upon me. 10 for 
the sake of chrIst, then, I am 
content wIth weaknesses, Insults, 
hardshIps, persecutIons, and 
calamItIes. for when I am weak, 
then I am strong.

ConCern for the Corinthian 
ChurCh

11 I have been a fool! you forced 
me to It, for I ought to have 
been commended by you. for I 
was not at all InferIor to these 

super-apostles, even though I am 
nothIng. 12 the sIgns of a true 
apostle were performed among 
you wIth utmost patIence, wIth 
sIgns and wonders and mIghty 
works. 13 for In what were you 
less favored than the rest of the 
churches, except that I myself dId 
not burden you? forgIve me thIs 
wrong!
14 here for the thIrd tIme I am 
ready to come to you. and I 
wIll not be a burden, for I seek 
not what Is yours but you. for 
chIldren are not oblIgated to 
save up for theIr parents, but 
parents for theIr chIldren. 15 I 
wIll most gladly spend and be 
spent for your souls. If I love 
you more, am I to be loved less? 
16 but grantIng that I myself dId 
not burden you, I was crafty, you 
say, and got the better of you by 
deceIt. 17 dId I take advantage of 
you through any of those whom 
I sent to you? 18 I urged tItus 
to go, and sent the brother wIth 
hIm. dId tItus take advantage of 
you? dId we not act In the same 
spIrIt? dId we not take the same 
steps?
19 have you been thInkIng 
all along that we have been 
defendIng ourselves to you? It Is 
In the sIght of god that we have 
been speakIng In chrIst, and all 
for your upbuIldIng, beloved. 20 
for I fear that perhaps when I 
come I may fInd you not as I wIsh, 
and that you may fInd me not as 
you wIsh—that perhaps there may 

be quarrelIng, jealousy, anger, 
hostIlIty, slander, gossIp, conceIt, 
and dIsorder. 21 I fear that when 
I come agaIn my god may humble 
me before you, and I may have 
to mourn over many of those 
who sInned earlIer and have not 
repented of the ImpurIty, sexual 
ImmoralIty, and sensualIty that 
they have practIced.

Chapter 13
fInal warnIngs
1 thIs Is the thIrd tIme I am 
comIng to you. every charge must 
be establIshed by the evIdence 
of two or three wItnesses. 2 I 
warned those who sInned before 
and all the others, and I warn 
them now whIle absent, as I dId 
when present on my second vIsIt, 
that If I come agaIn I wIll not 
spare them— 3 sInce you seek 
proof that chrIst Is speakIng In 
me. he Is not weak In dealIng 
wIth you, but Is powerful among 
you. 4 for he was crucIfIed In 
weakness, but lIves by the power 
of god. for we also are weak In 
hIm, but In dealIng wIth you we 
wIll lIve wIth hIm by the power 
of god.
5 examIne yourselves, to see 
whether you are In the faIth. 
test yourselves. or do you not 
realIze thIs about yourselves, 
that jesus chrIst Is In you?—
unless Indeed you faIl to meet 
the test! 6 I hope you wIll fInd 
out that we have not faIled the 
test. 7 but we pray to god that 
you may not do wrong—not that 
we may appear to have met the 
test, but that you may do what 
Is rIght, though we may seem to 
have faIled. 8 for we cannot do 
anythIng agaInst the truth, but 
only for the truth. 9 for we are 
glad when we are weak and you 
are strong. your restoratIon 
Is what we pray for. 10 for 
thIs reason I wrIte these thIngs 
whIle I am away from you, that 
when I come I may not have to be 
severe In my use of the authorIty 
that the lord has gIven me for 
buIldIng up and not for tearIng 
down.
fInal greetIngs
11 fInally, brothers, rejoIce. 
aIm for restoratIon, comfort one 
another, agree wIth one another, 
lIve In peace; and the god of 
love and peace wIll be wIth you. 
12 greet one another wIth a 
holy kIss. 13 all the saInts greet 
you.
14 the grace of the lord jesus 
chrIst and the love of god and 
the fellowshIp of the holy spIrIt 
be wIth you all.

“Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be 
able to stand against the schemes of the devil.”

Ephesians 6:11


