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tHe BooK of 2 
CorintHianS

CHapter 8
enCouragement to give 

generouSly
1 We Want you to knoW, 
brothers, about the grace 
of god that has been 
given among the churches 
of macedonia, 2 for in a 
severe test of affliction, 
their abundance of joy and 
their extreme poverty have 
overfloWed in a Wealth of 
generosity on their part. 3 
for they gave according to 
their means, as i can testify, 
and beyond their means, of 
their oWn accord, 4 begging 
us earnestly for the favor 
of taking part in the relief 
of the saints— 5 and this, 
not as We expected, but they 
gave themselves first to the 
lord and then by the Will 
of god to us. 6 accordingly, 
We urged titus that as he 
had started, so he should 
complete among you this act 
of grace. 7 but as you excel 
in everything—in faith, in 
speech, in knoWledge, in all 
earnestness, and in our love 
for you—see that you excel 
in this act of grace also.
8 i say this not as a 
command, but to prove by 
the earnestness of others 
that your love also is 
genuine. 9 for you knoW 
the grace of our lord jesus 
christ, that though he Was 
rich, yet for your sake he 
became poor, so that you by 
his poverty might become 
rich. 10 and in this matter 
i give my judgment: this 
benefits you, Who a year 
ago started not only to 
do this Work but also to 
desire to do it. 11 so noW 
finish doing it as Well, 
so that your readiness in 
desiring it may be matched 
by your completing it out 
of What you have. 12 for 
if the readiness is there, 
it is acceptable according 
to What a person has, not 
according to What he does 
not have. 13 for i do not 
mean that others should be 
eased and you burdened, but 
that as a matter of fairness 
14 your abundance at the 
present time should supply 
their need, so that their 
abundance may supply your 
need, that there may be 
fairness. 15 as it is Written, 
“Whoever gathered much 

had nothing left over, and 
Whoever gathered little had 
no lack.”

Commendation of tituS
16 but thanks be to god, 
Who put into the heart of 
titus the same earnest 
care i have for you. 17 for 
he not only accepted our 
appeal, but being himself 
very earnest he is going to 
you of his oWn accord. 18 
With him We are sending 
the brother Who is famous 
among all the churches for 
his preaching of the gospel. 
19 and not only that, but 
he has been appointed by 
the churches to travel With 
us as We carry out this 
act of grace that is being 
ministered by us, for the 
glory of the lord himself 
and to shoW our good Will. 
20 We take this course so 
that no one should blame 
us about this generous gift 
that is being administered 
by us, 21 for We aim at What 
is honorable not only in 
the lord’s sight but also 
in the sight of man. 22 and 
With them We are sending 
our brother Whom We have 
often tested and found 
earnest in many matters, 
but Who is noW more earnest 
than ever because of his 
great confidence in you. 
23 as for titus, he is my 
partner and felloW Worker 
for your benefit. and as 
for our brothers, they are 
messengers of the churches, 
the glory of christ. 24 
so give proof before the 
churches of your love and 
of our boasting about you 
to these men.

CHapter 9
tHe ColleCtion for 

CHriStianS 
in JeruSalem

1 noW it is superfluous for 
me to Write to you about 
the ministry for the saints, 
2 for i knoW your readiness, 
of Which i boast about you 
to the people of macedonia, 
saying that achaia has been 
ready since last year. and 
your zeal has stirred up 
most of them. 3 but i am 
sending the brothers so 
that our boasting about 
you may not prove empty 
in this matter, so that you 
may be ready, as i said you 
Would be. 4 otherWise, if 
some macedonians come 
With me and find that you 
are not ready, We Would 
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be humiliated—to say 
nothing of you—for being 
so confident. 5 so i thought 
it necessary to urge the 
brothers to go on ahead to 
you and arrange in advance 
for the gift you have 
promised, so that it may be 
ready as a Willing gift, not 
as an exaction.

tHe CHeerful giver
6 the point is this: Whoever 
soWs sparingly Will also 
reap sparingly, and Whoever 
soWs bountifully Will also 
reap bountifully. 7 each one 
must give as he has decided 
in his heart, not reluctantly 
or under compulsion, for 
god loves a cheerful 
giver. 8 and god is able 
to make all grace abound 
to you, so that having all 
sufficiency in all things at 
all times, you may abound in 
every good Work. 9 as it is 
Written,
“he has distributed 
freely, he has given to the 
poor; his righteousness 
endures forever.”10 he 
Who supplies seed to the 
soWer and bread for food 
Will supply and multiply 
your seed for soWing and 
increase the harvest of 
your righteousness. 11 
you Will be enriched in 
every Way to be generous 
in every Way, Which 
through us Will produce 

thanksgiving to god. 12 
for the ministry of this 
service is not only supplying 
the needs of the saints 
but is also overfloWing 
in many thanksgivings to 
god. 13 by their approval 
of this service, they Will 
glorify god because of 
your submission that comes 
from your confession of 
the gospel of christ, and 
the generosity of your 
contribution for them and 
for all others, 14 While 
they long for you and pray 
for you, because of the 
surpassing grace of god 
upon you. 15 thanks be to 
god for his inexpressible 
gift!

CHapter 10
paul defendS HiS miniStry
1 i, paul, myself entreat 
you, by the meekness and 
gentleness of christ—i 
Who am humble When face 
to face With you, but bold 
toWard you When i am 
aWay!— 2 i beg of you that 
When i am present i may not 
have to shoW boldness With 
such confidence as i count 
on shoWing against some 
Who suspect us of Walking 
according to the flesh. 3 
for though We Walk in the 
flesh, We are not Waging 
War according to the flesh. 
4 for the Weapons of our 
Warfare are not of the 

flesh but have divine poWer 
to destroy strongholds. 5 
We destroy arguments and 
every lofty opinion raised 
against the knoWledge 
of god, and take every 
thought captive to obey 
christ, 6 being ready to 
punish every disobedience, 
When your obedience is 
complete.
7 look at What is before 
your eyes. if anyone 
is confident that he is 
christ’s, let him remind 
himself that just as he is 
christ’s, so also are We. 8 
for even if i boast a little 
too much of our authority, 
Which the lord gave for 
building you up and not for 
destroying you, i Will not 
be ashamed. 9 i do not Want 
to appear to be frightening 
you With my letters. 10 for 
they say, “his letters are 
Weighty and strong, but his 
bodily presence is Weak, and 
his speech of no account.” 
11 let such a person 
understand that What We 
say by letter When absent, 
We do When present. 12 not 
that We dare to classify 
or compare ourselves With 
some of those Who are 
commending themselves. 
but When they measure 
themselves by one another 
and compare themselves 
With one another, they are 
Without understanding.
13 but We Will not boast 
beyond limits, but Will 
boast only With regard to 
the area of influence god 
assigned to us, to reach even 
to you. 14 for We are not 
overextending ourselves, 
as though We did not reach 
you. for We Were the first 
to come all the Way to you 
With the gospel of christ. 
15 We do not boast beyond 
limit in the labors of others. 
but our hope is that as your 
faith increases, our area of 
influence among you may be 
greatly enlarged, 16 so that 
We may preach the gospel in 
lands beyond you, Without 
boasting of Work already 
done in another’s area of 
influence. 17 “let the one 
Who boasts, boast in the 
lord.” 18 for it is not the 
one Who commends himself 
Who is approved, but the one 
Whom the lord commends.

“Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be 
able to stand against the schemes of the devil.”

Ephesians 6:11


